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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH EMPLOYEES, PRIVATE LEGAL FEES 

1504. Hon GIZ WATSON to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health:   
With regard to employees of the Department of Health -  
(1) In the past 12 months has any employee had private legal fees paid for by the Department of Health? 
(2) If yes to (1), what are the circumstances of the payments? 
(3) If yes to (1), is this normal practice for the Department of Health?   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   

(1)-(3) The minister is advised by the Department of Health that the department is unaware of any payments 
for private legal fees - that is, fees that are not in connection with an employee’s contract of 
employment - to any employee of the Department of Health or the Metropolitan Health Service Board 
during the past 12 months.  With regard to employees of country health service boards, I am not in a 
position to respond to this question within the time frame. 

LAND CLEARANCE, ILLEGAL 

2. Hon CHRISTINE SHARP to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
(1) What is the total land area illegally cleared since July 2001? 

(2) What is the total land area illegally cleared for the previous year? 

(3) Under the notice of intent, what is the total land area applied to be cleared, and how much was not 
objected to, since July 2001? 

(4) Under the notice of intent, what is the total land area applied to be cleared and how much was not 
objected to for the previous year? 

(5) Has the minister met with any farmers who have cleared land without submitting a notice of intent and 
the minister has been aware that this may be the case? 

(6) If so, when and with whom? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  I note that the member has asked this question in relation to 
all land clearing, not specifically land clearing on agricultural land.  However, the answer attempts to 
disaggregate classes of clearing to the extent that we could in the time that we had available.   

(1) The Commissioner for Soil and Land Conservation has received reports of approximately 2 900 
hectares of land having been cleared without notification since July 2001.  The commissioner is 
investigating these complaints and will take appropriate action under the Soil and Land Conservation 
Act 1945.  It needs to be noted, however, in the context of the wording of the member’s question, that 
these are only allegations at this stage and that none of these instances has yet been found to involve 
any illegal act.   

(2) Approximately 1 300 hectares were reported as having been cleared without notification in the year 
ending 30 June 2001.  Of these, the commissioner has successfully prosecuted one land-holder for 
clearing approximately 400 hectares, with soil conservation notices issued in respect of a further 
830 hectares approximately, which is virtually all of the 1 300 hectares..   

(3) Notices of intent to clear 5 966 hectares were received from 1 July 2001 to 31 May 2002.  Of those 
5 966 hectares, 987 hectares were not objected to, and that includes 607 hectares for a road project that 
currently is under Environmental Protection Authority assessment.   

(4) Notices of intent to clear 2 722 hectares were received between 1 July 2000 and 30 June 2001.  Of those 
2 722 hectares, 1 034 hectares were not objected to, and that includes 499 hectares for infrastructure, 
principally for gas pipelines.   

(5) Yes. 

(6) On a quick review of information held by the department, I have met with representatives of 
Beermullah Pty Ltd; representatives of Limpet Holdings Pty Ltd on 20 February 2002; representatives 
of John Nominees Pty Ltd on 1 May 2001; representatives of Eastern Hills Firewood Supplies on 5 
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April 2002; Messrs Edward and Vivian Hill on 7 January and 26 April 2002; and Mr Harry White on 21 
January 2002.  While the question asks with whom have I met, and it was confined to farmers, I can say 
also that I have spoken to a representative of BGC (Australia) Pty Ltd on the telephone during the same 
period - I cannot say exactly when, but I think in about February of this year.  If required I could 
provide a more detailed review of departmental and my own office files that might disclose other 
meetings that have taken place, but I think that would be the vast majority of those within the ambit of 
the member’s question.   

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, STAFF REDUCTION 

3. Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
Last week I was informed that the border protection staff were included in the number of FTEs in the 
Department of Agriculture budget.  Does this mean in reality that the agriculture budget has had a cut in excess 
of the 150 FTEs that the minister has identified in the past two budgets; and, if so, what is the number? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

That is a budget question, and I am not sure I am completely prepared to provide a detailed answer.  State 
employees who are employed on commonwealth contracts are included within the FTEs of the Department of 
Agriculture.  There are also nominal state employees who are on the Department of Agriculture’s list but who 
are paid by the Commonwealth.  Land care coordinators are employed by regional groups that for their own 
convenience prefer their employees to be stated as FTEs under the Department of Agriculture.  It is quite a 
complex issue.  Western Australian Quarantine Inspection Service staff are employed under both Western 
Australian and commonwealth contracts.  Therefore, to some extent the member’s question is correct.  Certainly 
some members on the Department of Agriculture’s payroll are commonwealth employees.  However, that has 
been the position for a long time.  I do not think we can necessarily draw from the member’s statement the 
imputation that somehow the number of people on the Department of Agriculture’s FTE list has been reduced 
artificially by an increase in commonwealth numbers.  While that may be true to some extent, it is a long-term 
historical situation.  The reverse can also be argued, because the Commonwealth has quite severely cut the 
number of employees who are on the Department of Agriculture’s list as land care coordinators.  Therefore, a 
shortfall in commonwealth funding has been reflected directly in our FTE numbers.  I will refer the question to 
the Department of Agriculture.  It may take a week or two to get an answer, because it is quite an involved 
question, but I will try to find the answer for the member.   

STATE FOREST, EXCISION APPROVAL PROCESS 

4. Hon PADDY EMBRY to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment and 
Heritage:   

The Conservation and Land Management Act 1985 governing excision from state forest refers to “any excision”, 
with no distinction for public utility easements or road access tracks involving minor areas of land.  It can take 
from six months to a few years for an excision from state forest to be approved, which includes tabling before 
the Parliament.  It is acknowledged that this is an important process for large parcels of land.  However, there is 
a considerable backlog of applications, many of which are for minor excisions involving access tracks already in 
use.  Is the minister able to make a provision under the Act to allow for more expediency and flexibility in minor 
excisions of land from state forests for public utility easements and road access tracks?  
Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 
The Minister for the Environment and Heritage has provided the response that it is noted that following the 
enactment of the Land Administration Act 1997, which provides for minor excisions from A-class nature 
reserves, conservation parks and national parks, there is an inconsistency between that process and the one 
required to make minor excisions from state forests.  Amendments to the Conservation and Land Management 
Act 1984 similar to the provisions affecting minor excisions from conservation reserves under the Land 
Administration Act 1997 will be examined when future amendments to the legislation are considered.   
On the basis of the speed with which this place deals with legislation, it should be fixed in 10 years.  
 


